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USPTO News





PRESIDENT’S 2005 BUDGET


PROPOSES NO FEE DIVERSION





The Bush Administration announced details of the president’s 2005 budget including the proposed spending for the USPTO.  For the first time in several years the Administration is recommending no diversion of patent and trademark fees to unrelated government programs.  Proposed 2005 spending is about $1.3 billion, exactly the same as estimated 2005 income.  If the pending legislation to increase fees is enacted, proposed spending is about $1.5 billion, exactly the same as estimated income with the fee increase.  





If you would like more information on the president’s budget it will be posted on the IPO website soon.





A pending version of the fee legislation, H.R. 1561/ S. 1760, provides a permanent solution to the fee diversion problem by removing the USPTO from the congressional appropriations process.
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Upcoming Events





March 29, 2004: CLE Luncheon featuring presentation by Barnes & Roberts on electronic trial presentations (location TBA).





March/April 2004 (Tentative): Annual Mixer with UT Intellectual Property Law Society.





April 2004: CLE Luncheon on practice before the International Trade Commission (date and location TBA).





February 2004 AIPLA


Meeting and CLE





Trade Dress Seminar by Trevor Choy -- "In the Mind of a Copycat"





Date:  February 19, 2004


11:30 registration


Noon luncheon and CLE presentation


Westwood Country Club


3808 West 35th St.


Austin, Texas


1.0 Hour MCLE credit applied for





Cost: $30.00 for members (pre-paid)


Cost: $35.00 for non-members (pre-paid)


($5 added if you pay at the door)





Please RSVP and prepay by February 12, 2004 to:


Kent Chambers


Hamilton & Terrile, L.L.P.


8911 N. Capital of Tx Hwy, Ste 3150


Austin, TX  78759


kchambers@hamiltonterrile.com





Trevor Choy is the principal of Choy Lawyers, ranked as one of the top 10 intellectual property law firms in Melbourne by Legal Profiles, the Australian legal who's who. He is the only Australian lawyer who has previously worked in the advertising industry and he uses this experience is used to develop brand protection strategies. He advises consumer product companies, manufacturers and advertising agencies on the development of new products and brands. In addition to being a regular seminar presenter, he is regularly interviewed by media on key legal developments, appearing in the Age, Sydney Morning Herald, Herald Sun, Channel 9's Small Business Show, Channel 7's Today Tonight, Radio National and Robert Gottliebsen for Business Daily, as well as a number of specialist publications. More information is available at www.choylawyers.com.au








Don’t Forget to Send Your


2004 Dues ($35.00) to


Kent Chambers


Hamilton & Terrile, L.L.P.


8911 N. Capital of Tx Hwy, Ste 3150


Austin, TX  78759
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