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NEWS





House OKs two intellectual property bills





The U.S. House on Wednesday passed two measures sponsored by U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith, R-San Antonio, designed to bolster intellectual property rights.





By a 379-28 vote, the House approved a bill that would prevent the diversion of U.S. Patent and Trademark Office fees to government programs not connected to the patent agency. Smith, whose district includes part of Central Texas, says the legislation would enable 140,000 more patents to be issued over the next five years.





By a 406-0 vote, the House endorsed a measure that would reduce "frivolous" royalty claims involving copyrighted material and would prevent "unpredictable and inconsistent" federal royalty decisions, Smith says. The bill would help artists, songwriters, music publishers and Web casters.





"What happens now, for example, is that songwriters are not left with much of a royalty payment because the process is too lengthy and too costly," Smith says. "If the songwriter cannot make enough money from his creations to support himself, then he will no longer be able to create, and our economy and our society will be the loser." 





The two bills now await action by the U.S. Senate. 





Smith is chairman of a House subcommittee that deals with court, Internet and intellectual property issues.
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Upcoming Events








April 7, 2004:  Annual Mixer with UT Intellectual Property Law Society at Z-Tejas on West 6th; 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.








April 2004: CLE Luncheon on practice before the International Trade Commission (date and location TBA).





March 2004 Meeting


and CLE





Visual Communications Throughout Multi-Stage Intellectual Property Litigation


by Jason Barnes


Barnes & Roberts, L.L.C.





Monday, March 29, 2004 �11:30 registration�Noon luncheon and CLE presentation�� HYPERLINK "http://www.austin-ipla.org/Greenpasturesmap.htm" �Green Pastures Restaurant�


811 W Live Oak St.


Austin, Texas


1.0 Hour MCLE credit applied for








Cost: $30 prepaid for 2004 AIPLA members;


$35 prepaid for all others�($5 extra for payments at the door)�


�RSVP and prepay by March 23, 2004 to:�Kent Chambers, AIPLA Treasurer�Hamilton & Terrrile LLP�8911 Capital of Texas Hwy.�Westech Center Suite 3150�Austin, Texas 78759�512-338-9100�� HYPERLINK "mailto:kchambers@hamiltonterrile.com" �kchambers@hamiltonterrile.com�


(make checks payable to AIPLA)
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